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was bred a barrister. For Michael, so named from our
uncle, and for John, the godson of Dunning, he was
indefatigable in his exertions at the army and navy
boards. Out of many letters, I select the following
extract relative to my naval brother. It was addressed
to me, then a student at'Christchurch.
" Wimpole Street, 24th February, 1801.
se.....I was yesterday with Lord St. Vincent,
who received me in the warmest and most friendly manner.
He told me he was glad John was in the West Indies, as at
home he could do nothing for him for some months; that
Duckworth was under great obligations^'to him, and that he
would write to him to promote John as soon as possible.
'But/ he added, 'keep my secret, Sir Elijah, for if it should
be known that I have done anything for your son, I shall
bring the whole world upon me, whom I have been absolutely
forced to refuse: therefore, Tace /' "
Without attempting any detailed account of my
eldest surviving brother, Admiral Impey's services, I
may be pardoned for stating generally, that they were
distinguished, chiefly in the West Indies; and, that I
have often heard him attribute his skill as a navigator,
and much of his success as an officer, to the care which
our father bestowed on his early marine education,
and to the instruction of that able sailor, Captain James
West, with whom he made two voyages to India and
back, before he entered the Royal Navy.*
But Sir Elijah was preceptor to all his children. In
every higher branch of education, he was sedulously
attentive to that of his daughters, whose accomplish-
ments and conduct in society, did honour to his tuition.
It does not become me to dwell longer upon my own
progress, than is sufficient to exemplify the personal
advantages which I derived from paternal instruction,
and with due gratitude to acknowledge my father's
ever-ready assistance.
and, being a Bencher of the Inner Temple, was interred in the Temple
Church, near a tablet erected by his late widow. I have a melancholy
pleasure, in giving my humble testimony to the merits of my late dis-
tinguished brother, Archibald Elijah Impey.
* He likewise sailed on board the Providence, with Captain Bligh,
on his commission to transplant the bread-fruit tree from the Pacific to
the West India Islands, in 1791.